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MAYOR’S AWARD

St. Thomas Elgin Home Builders’ Association

Each year, I am given the important task of selecting the recipient of the
Mayor’s Award, to be presented at the Annual Honours and Awards
Banquet. There are no specific criteria that dictate how this decision is to
be made. The Mayor’s Award honouree must, quite simply, embody a
“special something.” That “special something” helps our City to be an
extraordinary community, driven by the passion of our volunteers and our
advocates. Please join me in welcoming this year’s recipient of the Mayor’s
Award, the St. Thomas-Elgin Home Builders’ Association

The St. Thomas & Elgin Home Builders‘ Association was incorporated in
1962 and is a professional body composed of local companies which strive
for excellence within the residential construction industry. Comprised of
builders, renovators, land developers, suppliers, sub- trades,
manufacturers, financial institutions and professionals - from small to large
firms - STEHBA members account for more than 80% of the residential
construction activity in St. Thomas and area.

Due to the strength of STEHBA and its parent organizations on the
provincial and national levels, a positive relationship has been built with all
levels of government - thus ensuring the stability of the housing industry.

The St. Thomas Elgin Home Builders’ Association are the best promoters
of St. Thomas that we could ever wish for. They are award winning



building and renovators and are sometimes the first connection to new
residents. They promote our small town lifestyle, our local services, stores,
recreation and cultural facilities and our affordability compared to other
communities.

They have undertaken many initiatives in the community including food
drives for the Caring Cupboard food bank, donations to many charitable
organizations and recently they teamed up with the St. Thomas Fire
Department on a smoke alarm blitz where the association, along with
Home Hardware, donated smoke alarms and the Fire Department installed
them in homes that may not have had the required number of working
smoke alarms. Of the 39 homes that were inspected as part of this blitz, 18
were found to be without a working smoke alarm. This number is alarming
(no pun intended) and I thank the home builders’ for bringing this initiative
fon/vard and raising awareness on this issue.

The association has partnered with the City and County in our physician
recruitment partnership. They understand how important local services,
including physicians, are to attracting new residents to our community.

The home builders have brought the very popular spring home show to the
Timken Community Centre. This is a top notch, sold out event that gives
thousands of people the opportunity to discuss first hand with home
builders, renovators, garden suppliers-all indoor and outdoor home
improvement offerings.

One of the most visible projects they have undertaken in the community in
recent years is the replication of the L&PS train station which is now home
to Railway City Tourism in the heart of downtown St. Thomas. The L&PS
station is a replica of the original that was torn down in the 1960s. It was
built by the St. Thomas-Elgin Home Builders Association originally for the
2010 International Plowing Match and is now back in its former location in
downtown St. Thomas

The word on the street about living in St. Thomas is that there’s 25% more
life here. You get a little more house for your money — your children get a
little more sports and arts, and you get a little more recreation. It all adds up



to lifestyle. Our costs of living are lower — that means your quality of life and
that of your employees and their families can go up. This catchy 25% more
life campaign started in the early 90s and has become one of the most
popular marketing campaigns to ever hit St. Thomas.

I am very honoured this evening to present the St. Thomas Elgin Home
Builders’ Association with the 2014 Mayor’s Award. Please join me in
showing sincere appreciation to the St. Thomas Elgin Home Builders’
Association as I present them with a plaque for their dedication and
contributions to our community.


